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5, ON BALANCE, THEREFCRE, WE BELIEVE THAT ODUR INTERESTS
WITH RESPECT TO JAPAN NOULD BE EEST SERVED BY AVOIDING, IF
POSSIBLE, THE RELEASE OF FURTHER DAMAGING INFORMATION, WE
RECOGNIZFE THAT THIS DOES NOT FRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF
LEAKS, ALTHOUGH LEAKS WOULD BE EMBARRASSING TO 80TH THE
G0J AND THE USG, WE FEEL THAT THE DAMAGE THUS CAUSED WOULD
BE LESS AND MUCH MORE MANAGEABLE THAN IF INFORMATION WERE
OFFICIALLY RELEASED, ESPFRCYIALLY IF SUCH INFORMATION WAS IN=
CONCLUSIVE. SHOULD A DECISION BE TAKEN NOT TO RELEASE
FURTHER INFORMATION, wE RECOMMEND THAT THIS DECISION BE
MADE PURLIC IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CONCERM WHICH THE USG
MUST HAVE FOR THE INTERESTS OF AND OUR RELATIONS WITH
OTHER GOVERNMENTS AFFECTED BY THE LOCKHEED AFFAIR, IN
ADDITION, ANYTHING WHICH CAN BE SAID TC THE EFFECT THAT
ALLEGAT ID|“ IMPLICATING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE NOT

BEEN SUPPORTED BY CUNCLUSIVE EVIDENCE WOULD BE HELPFUL

IN MEETING CRITICISM OF A DECISION NOT TO RELEASE FURTHER

INFORMATION,

6, 1IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, A DECISION IS TAKEN TOC RELEASE
FURTHER INFORMATION INCLUDING NAMES, THE FOLLOWING STEPS
HOULD SEEM ADVISABLE! (A) TOD MAKE CLEAR THAT SUCH RELEASE

IS BEIMNG MADFE IN RESPONSF TO REPEATED GOJ REQUESTS FOR ALL
INFORMATION INCLUDING NAMES; (B) TO MAKE CLEAR THAT ALL
AUTHENTIC INFORMATION PERTAINING TO JAPAN IN CONNECTION WITH
THE LOCKHEED MATTER HAS REEN RELEASED SO THAT NO DOUBTS
REMAIN THAT WE HAVE HELD SOMETHING BACK; (C) SUCKH INFORMA=
TION SHOULD BE SLEASED AS S0CN 45 FOSSIBLE SO THAT THERE
WILL BE A SUFFICIENT INTERVAL FOR THE LODP TO COPE WITH THE
SITUATIGON SEFURE IT MUST FACE A GENERAL ELECTION; AND (D2
THE GOJ SHOULD BE ALERTED IN ADVANCE OF ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCE=
MENT OF A DECISICN TO RELEASE AND THE ACTUAL PUBLICATION GF
ANY INFURMATION PROVIDED SHOULD RE LEFT IN THE HANDS OF THE
HODGSON

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY














































































